Chairman’s Report 2010-2011

“Parks Pavilion torched by Arsonist”

This  was  the  headline that  we  faced  last  year.  The  arson attack  on  the  4th   June 

2010 caused the entire roof to collapse. The damage was so severe the remains of the building had to be demolished. Six suspects were arrested. However, it was decided no further action could be taken against them because of insufficient evidence. 

With no Pavilion, Taz’s Nursery which ran Pre-school groups at the Pavilion was left homeless. There are no changing facilities for sports and no venue for meetings and special events. 

However I am pleased to say that we, the Friends group, have been in active consultation with LBS to seek a replacement pavilion. 

The expected draft timetable was;

Final advice from Insurance Services                                                                    Late autumn 2010 

Consultation with Friends, councillors, user groups on desired outcomes               Dec/Feb 2011

Report to Local committee with outline options and views                                 March/April 2011 

Report for decision by the Executive with options and views of Local Committee  April/May2011 

Implementation of decision   




           Summer 2011

If decision is not to rebuild implementation would simply be to report back to friends and Local committee.

If decision is to rebuild, we would also need to have a decision on where the pavilion should be built so that the design and build process can start.

To help the process we as the Friends group submitted our ideas and Concept to LBS in September 2010 and also we attended a Sustainable Communities Review of the Parks Buildings in December 2010. Further-more, our Committee Representatives attended regular Local Council Committee meetings at St Bede’s, and at the meetings tabled that we were most concerned about the future of the Pavilion following the fire; that we had spent a lot of time discussing the purpose, use and siting of a new Pavilion; and appealed to our local ward councillors, Cllrs. Adrian Davey, Miguel Javelot, and Brendan Hudson that now the insurance monies have been specified could we have the reassurance that this work would go ahead as quickly as possible. 

Putting the fire to one side, let’s not forget that The Cheam North and Worcester Park Local Committee have already embarked on a huge regeneration project in our Park. The stunning £172,000 makeover has transformed the once run down park into a safe and attractive place for people of all ages to enjoy.

Enjoy the Park, Ray Leyden, Acting Chairman, FoSCP 

